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January 24, 2008

Love and Hope to the fine people who have happened across this newsletter!

Can you believe FedUp! is entering it’s fourth year of action? I can’t. For real. And I’m totally excited about the direction we are heading. 

 
This year, FedUp! became an official project of the Thomas Merton Center instead of being a sub project of another organization. We also became a chapter of the Human Rights Coalition and expanded our support services to Pennsylvania in addition to the 3 high level security prisons in Virginia. 


The completion and distribution of two new resource pamphlets, “Tips for people who are incarcerated that have experienced physical abuse and medical neglect”, was a major accomplishment! Thanks to all who participated and helped craft those. Our group has grown considerably, in terms of people on the inside and on the outside. FedUp! now has weekly meetings with 4 – 7 people in attendance! (hoo to the ray!) Having more dedicated people in our group is a really big thing! Because there are more volunteers we are able to support more individual people in prison, while also working with other prisoner rights groups to effect systemic change. FedUp! is participating in the Stop Max Conference. (Read More About it Later – and Get Your Families and Friends to go!!) Abolishing Long Term Solitary Confinement is an ambitious goal but why not shoot for the stars? Most of the reports we receive noting physical and psychological assaults occur in solitary confinement. If we can abolish the long term use of control units we will be begin to address one of the roots of the issue of prison abuse. It’s important to note that we are not asking to abolish short term use of the hole – disciplinary custody. We are asking for the end to LONG TERM, PERPETUAL, and INDEFINATE lock down of people. (I have personal friends that have been locked down for 5, 8, and 10 years! – What is really going on with this?) Anyway, we are planning events every month until the conference and hope to organize a group from Pittsburgh to travel to Philly. SO! If you know anyone from the Pittbsurgh Area ask them to reach out to us. Send us their contact info. 

YOU ARE THE LINK THAT CONNECTS US!
WITHOUT YOUR INITATIVE – FAMILY AND FRIENDS WON’T GET INVOVLED

Oh! FedUp! is also planning to facilitate two study groups. One is a Anti-Racist Study/Discussion group for prison activists with white privilege and another – Prison Issue Study Group. Both groups seek two intentions – personal development so our work can be stronger and engaging more folks who might be interested in researching this stuff. The readings for the anti-racist study group are available if anyone is interested. Write and ask! 

One more thing! FedUp! is in the process of launching a new radio segment – 2.3 Million and Rising – In collaboration with Rust Belt Radio we will give 2 minute air time to people in prison. Prisoners can talk about their own stories or give commentary or thoughts. The intent is to give voice to prisoners and raise public awareness. If you are interested in participating write to us with ATTN: 2.3 Million and Rising on the envelope. 

Lastly, to my dear friends who I know on a personal level. I’m sorry I haven’t written in so long. I miss you. You are with me everyday. 

L O V E  TO  E V E R Y O N E   and   P E A C E   FOR   THE   N E W   Y E A R (
etta and the Human Rights Coalition - FedUp!

Greetings everyone!

This is a call for personal testimonials dealing with the conditions and changes that have occurred in the Pound, Virginia area since the building of Red Onion State Prison in the late 90s.  We are hoping to use it for a report we are writing with some folks from Virginia about ROSP that has a piece about the surrounding community.  So for any of you that have grown up or lived in that area and have seen the effects of the prison on your community we would really appreciate your assistance as you know much better than us! 

                                                                                                                        Thank you and take care,
                                                                                                                                          Lizzie

2008 New Years Reasons To Be Fed Up! from Wallens Ridge State Prison – VA 
Below is a list of reasons to be Fed Up! , a list of reasons to be more conscious, more active and more committed to changing our immediate environments and ultimately the world. This demands that we embrace responsibility, i.e. responsibility for ourselves and those who share our circumstances as people who are denied fully human status on account of our race, class, gender, social status and the like and hence excluded from the protections of the legal, political, economic and social institutions governing this society which privilege certain kinds of people on account of the same.

Consider the following:

· The crime for which you are incarcerated or the legitimacy of your being held in prison- Many of our purported “crimes” are actually acts of survival that have been criminalized. These acts are responses to circumstances that aggravate the human condition such as poverty, hunger, homelessness, unemployment/ underemployment, stress, lack of mental health services, police brutality etc. It is these kinds of conditions that are more injurious to the public welfare than our purported crimes.

· The absence of parole or any kind of program for earned early release such as the one currently up for proposal in VA by Ms. K at R.I.H.D. in the form of the Valera Bill- The VA Dept. of Corrections is the States’ largest dept. Why are so much of the states’ resources devoted to the maintenance and building of prisons? Keep in mind that in VA African-Americans make up 16.5% of the states’ over-all population but make up over 61% of the total prison population.

· Economic exploitation of prisoners and by extension the communities we come from-

a. Commissary price-gouging (including food, clothing and electronics)

b. Illegitimate monetary fines imposed as a penalty for infractions (see VA DOP 861., Section VIII. N)

c. Organized robbery in the form of institutional rules that discriminate against certain types of property items, but these rules differ from prison to prison so upon transfer the prohibited property of a prisoner’s is confiscated and the prisoner is then forced to spend more money on new property items that are not too different from the property just confiscated (mostly name-brand differences) but however, permitted at that particular prison the prisoner is transferred to.

d. The investments of funds belonging to prisoners by the Director of the VA DOC without prisoner consent or knowledge of where the funds are invested and how exactly do these investments benefit prisoners. (See Code of VA J3. 1-44)

e. Underpaid labor for work in prison (general prison maintenance and in prison shops that produce goods for sale to the public).

· Reduction of food portions and the poor quality of food that is served- In 2004 VA Prisoners’ meals on weekends and holidays were cut back to just breakfast and dinner (no lunch) due to professed “budget deficits.” Also in 2004 the VA General Assembly approved $68.6 million for a new prison in Tazewell; $73.5 million for a new prison in Pittsylvania County; $21.9 million for expansion of Deerfield Correctional Center; $35 million for the St. Brides correctional center replacement project as well as planning for two other prisons in Mt. Rogers and Charlotte County (Source: VA DOC 2004 Audit).

· Abuses by correctional/prison staff in the form of malicious beatings, denial of food, denial of recreation and showers, tampering with mail, falsified charges and basically an over-all attitude of contempt and disregard for the human rights of prisoners.

· Inadequate medical care and neglect- Many times medical staff at ROSP & WRSP have been complicit in the abuse of prisoners by suppressing instances of abuse in denying injured prisoners medical treatment. In terms of healthcare for prisoners in general, the States’ objective is to make money off of us, not spend money on us. It’s cheaper to deny and ignore medical problems where possible or provides us with medicines that only offer temporary relief but don’t cure the medical illness. Besides, if we weren’t sick then who would buy all the ineffective medicines that make the medical industry a billion dollar business?

This list is not exhaustive but it is informative. Many times we set out to fight for vague causes of various sorts without a clear understanding of what’s at stake, what we are fighting for. When we know what we are fighting for then we can begin to develop strategies and tactics to abolish what-ever inhumane conditions exist. Do not be discouraged! 

As a great person once said: “Those whose ranks are united in purpose will be victorious!”

Prisoners in U.S. Suffer Discrimination
Based on Race, Gender & Sexual Orientation

Human Rights Activists Say Prisoners’ Rights Violated in U.S.
PHILADELPHIA, PA [DECEMBER 12] — The American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) and a coalition of more than 80 prison activists and human rights organizations have issued a report detailing the systemic racism and other forms of discrimination routinely experienced by people of color, women, and sexual minorities in U.S. prisons. 

The report, issued to commemorate International Human Rights Day, is part of a larger effort spearheaded by the U.S. Human Rights Network (USHRN), which coordinated the work of more than 250 human rights and social justice organizations in preparing a shadow report rebutting the U.S. State Department’s (DOS) periodic report on compliance with United Nations Committee on the International Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Racial Discrimination (ICERD), to which the U.S. is a signatory.  

The State Department’s report, which claims great strides in identifying, correcting, and remedying racism and racial discrimination, was quietly submitted to the U.N. last spring and posted without publicity on the Department’s website. It has been characterized by USHRN as a “complete whitewash.”  

Among its many conspicuous gaps, the official U.S. report failed to address the fact that Blacks and Hispanics together account for about only one quarter of the general population but make up more than 60 percent of the jail and prison population. According to the latest statistics from the US Department of Justice, as of June 30, 2006, there were 905,600 African Americans and 459,300 Latino/Latinas in prisons and jails.  

The AFSC portion of the report notes that Black men comprise 41 percent of all men in custody, and Black and Latina women comprise 34 percent and 16 percent of incarcerated women, respectively. Native Americans, who experience the highest rate of incarceration of any ethnic group in the U.S., received no mention in the State Department report. 
           Although the State Department report discusses several mechanisms by which it can investigate and prosecute “torture, cruel, inhumane, and degrading treatment of prisoners,” it only explicitly mentions one instance directly related to racial discrimination in which it provided technical assistance to a corrections department that was segregating prisoners based on race. 

In the prison report, AFSC points out that given the tremendous over-representation of people of color within prisons and jails, it is vital that a report on racial discrimination look critically at the means by which those who experience racial discrimination in prisons can receive redress. Unfortunately, it has become increasingly difficult for even the most egregious abuses to be remedied by the courts. 

“When people of color constitute just 25 percent of the U.S. population but represent more than 60 percent of people in prison, the government can’t credibly claim that the prison system is operating without racial discrimination,” said Naima Black, National STOPMAX Campaign Coordinator at AFSC.   

American Friends Service Committee co-chaired and wrote sections of the report on prisons as part of a broader Criminal Justice Working Group. The report examines a multitude of commonplace violations of Articles 1, 2 and 5 of the Convention in U.S. prisons and jails, including direct testimony from prisoners, and offers specific recommendations.  

The report details numerous racial injustices and disparities with regard to:  solitary confinement and supermax prisons; access to education; access to appropriate medical and mental health care; rape and sexual assault; preservation of family unity for people of color in prison; Native American prisoners; freedom to practice religion; effects of incarceration practices on the census and re-districting; and the treatment of prisoners in post-Katrina Louisiana. 

“This collaborative shadow report provides critical information including data and personal testimonies from which the committee can draw their specific questions,” said Black. 

The U.N. committee that monitors compliance with ICERD will meet in February 2008 in Geneva to review reports from around the world, including this report from the United States, and will question the U.S. government on its compliance with the treaty.  

To view a copy of the prison report, please visit www.stopmax.org 

To view a copy of a summary the shadow report submitted by the U.S. Human Rights Network, please visit http://lacccenter.org/blog/wp-content/uploads/2007/12/shadowrptsummary2008.doc 
 

# # # 

The American Friends Service Committee is a Quaker organization that includes people of various faiths who are committed to social justice, peace and humanitarian service. Its work is based on the belief in the worth of every person and faith in the power of love to overcome violence and injustice.
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This was drawn in prison when no books were available –

 one continuous line that doesn’t cross or touch itself.  By TCPoeto
10 Reasons To Abolish Solitary Confinement



1. Research suggests that long-term isolation is linked to increased recidivism.
2. There is no evidence that isolation reduces prison violence.                                                                                3. Solitary confinement is a common punishment in juvenile facilities in the USA .                                                                                                                              4. Housing people in isolation costs taxpayers $50,000 per prisoner per year compared with $25,000 for general population units.                                                                                                                                                             5. Isolation has a devastating impact on family communications and relationships.                                                      6. A disproportionate percentage of prison suicides, including of juveniles, occur in solitary confinement units.                                                                                                                                  7. Fewer than half of prisoners in isolation meet state guidelines for supermax confinement.                                                                                                                                                8. The system of confinement with solitude initiated at Eastern State Penitentiary was determined to cause madness and officially abandoned in 1911.                                                                                                                     9. Isolation exacerbates and breeds mental illness and causes psychological and physical deterioration.                                                                                                                  10. The excessively harsh regime of supermax prisons is a violation of the international Convention Against Torture.         
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               American Friends Service Committee's
                       STOPMAX Campaign
Prisoners, families of prisoners, formerly imprisoned

people, youth, community activists, lawyers, and mental

health professionals and allies are especially invited to join

us at this grassroots organizing event.

Please encourage your families and supporters to 
Attend the conference, submit workshop proposals and 
help spread the word.

Scholarships for families and former prisoners are

available.

                                For more information:

STOPMAX Campaign American Friends Service Committee

           1501 Cherry Street Philadelphia, PA 19102

www.afsc.org/stopmax  email stopmax@afsc.org tel. 215-241-7137

Naima Black, 215-241-7137, nblack@afsc.org 

3 hours of prison labor = 1 postage stamp

From the Sentencing Project: The Sentencing Project 514 Tenth Street, NW Suite 1000 Washington DC 20004 staff@sentencingproject.org
Dear Friend,

I'm pleased to let you know about a new report from The Sentencing Project that highlights measures adopted by policymakers in 18 states during 2007 to review the effectiveness of their criminal justice systems or institute reforms to limit recidivism and sentence lengths.
     The report, The State of Sentencing 2007: Developments in Policy and Practice, documents a number of important state criminal justice policy developments, including:

Nine states created oversight committees to examine sentencing laws, prison overcrowding, indigent defense, and/or reentry services; 

Seven states amended parole policies and enhanced reentry preparation; 

Four states eased policies that treat juveniles as adults; 

Three states relaxed sexual offense laws related to consensual acts conducted by teenagers; and 

Two states reformed mandatory sentencing enhancements.

    
 The advances highlighted in The State of Sentencing 2007 reflect a pattern in state criminal justice policy that emphasizes effective public safety measures that control government expenditures. These developments continue a promising trend of "smart on crime" initiatives. Between 2004 and 2006, 22 states enacted sentencing reforms targeted at reducing the prison population.
     Today's report concludes with several recommendations for enhanced reforms:

Repeal mandatory minimum sentences; 

Implement policies to reduce parole revocations to prison; 

Invest in reentry and oversight of the criminal justice system; and 

Expand options to reduce the amount of time served in prison.

    I hope you find this report useful in your work and we would welcome hearing any reactions you may have.

     Regards,   Marc Mauer, Executive Director
Key Criminal Justice Policy Reforms and Legislation Passed in 2007

http://sentencingproject.org/Admin/Documents/publications/sl_statesentencingreport2007.pdf

Key Criminal Justice Legislation Introduced in 2007 (excerpted from report)
STATE REFORM

ARKANSAS              Continued use of the Emergency Powers Act of 2003 to relieve crowding

CALIFORNIA             (1) Expanded early release program in local jails; (2) implemented “earned discharge” program for certain  

                                  persons on parole; (3) expanded reentry assistance; (4) restructured juvenile justice system

COLORADO              (1) Created commission to evaluate sentencing policy; (2) established Juvenile Clemency Board

CONNECTICUT          (1) Changed statutory threshold for adult status; (2) modified age limits for consensual sex between teenagers

FLORIDA                   Modified age limits for consensual sex between teenagers

HAWAII                     (1) Expanded reentry programs; (2) expanded rehabilitation resources in prisons

INDIANA                   Modified age limits for consensual sex between teenagers

LOUISIANA               (1) Established Louisiana Public Defender Board; (2) expanded substance abuse treatment in prisons

MAINE                      Established committee to study sentencing practices

MARYLAND              Reformed mandatory minimum provisions by restoring parole eligibility for certain offenses

NEVADA                    (1) Created commission to evaluate sentencing policy; (2) repealed mandatory sentencing enhancements for  

certain offenses; (3) expanded “good time” eligibility, implemented intermediate sanctions for supervision  violations; (4) declassified jail capacity requirements

NEW JERSEY            Repealed death penalty

NEW MEXICO           Funded sentencing commission studies

OKLAHOMA              Established committees to monitor state reentry programs

PENNSYLVANIA       Directed Sentencing Commission to study effectiveness of mandatory minimum sentences

RHODE ISLAND       Changed statutory threshold for adult status (ultimately repealed)

WASHINGTON          Expanded reentry services

WISCONSIN             (1) Established task force to study racial disparity in the justice system; (2) expanded substance abuse  

                                  reatment options to reduce sentence length

STATE REFORM

CALIFORNIA             Senate voted to establish a state sentencing commission

DELAWARE              House voted to repeal mandatory minimums for certain drug offenses

ILLINOIS                   House voted to create a task force to study impact of drug free zones on racial disparity

KANSAS                    Senate voted to establish a committee to study sentencing practices

MARYLAND             House and Senate voted to restore parole for certain drug offenses

RHODE ISLAND       House and Senate voted to repeal or reduce mandatory minimum sentences for certain drug offenses
United States Sentencing Commission Approves Crack Reform for Federal Prisoners 
                    December 11, 2007-  The day after the Supreme Court affirmed a judge's decision to sentence below the guideline range based on the unfairness of the crack cocaine sentencing disparity, the United States Sentencing Commission today voted to make retroactive its recent guideline amendment on crack cocaine offenses. The USSC's decision, effective March 3, now makes an estimated 19,500 persons in prison eligible for a sentence reduction averaging more than two years. Releases are subject to judicial review and will be staggered over 30 years.
The Sentencing Project applauds the USSC for responding at this heightened time of public awareness about excessive penalties and disparate treatment within the justice system.


"The Commission's decision marks an important moment not only for the 19,500 people retroactivity will impact, but for the justice system as a whole," stated Marc Mauer, Executive Director of The Sentencing Project. "Today's action, combined with the Court's decision yesterday, restores a measure of rationality to federal sentencing while also addressing the unconscionable racial disparities that the war on drugs has produced."


The Sentencing Project estimates that once the sentencing change is fully implemented, there will be a reduction of up to $1 billion in prison costs. Because African Americans comprise more than 80% of those incarcerated for crack cocaine offenses, the sentencing reform will also help reduce racial disparity in federal prisons.


The Commission sets the advisory guideline range that federal judges use when sentencing defendants. In May the Commission recommended statutory reforms and proposed to Congress an amendment to decrease the guideline offense level for crack cocaine offenses. The amendment went unchallenged by Congress and went into effect on November 1st. The Commission's action today makes that guideline change retroactive to persons sentenced prior to November 1st.


The guideline changes do not affect the mandatory minimum penalties that apply to crack cocaine, which can only be addressed through Congressional action.


"Justice demands that Congress take the next step and eliminate the harsh mandatory minimums for low-level crack cocaine offenses," said Mauer. 


The Commission's vote comes a day after the United States Supreme Court ruled 7-2 in Kimbrough v. United States that a federal district judge's below-guideline sentencing decision based on the unfairness of the 100 to 1 quantity disparity between powder and crack cocaine was permissible. In June, Sen. Joseph Biden introduced the Drug Sentencing Reform and Kingpin Trafficking Act of 2007, legislation which would equalize the penalties for crack and powder cocaine offenses. Biden's bill, S. 1711, aims to shift federal law enforcement's focus from street-level dealers towards high-level traffickers.







------from The Sentencing Project – http://sentencingproject.org
(Save the Date-(
Critical Resistance 10th Anniversary 
September 26-28, 2008, in Oakland, California
In September 1998, thousands gathered in Berkeley, California, for conference that founded Critical Resistance’s movement to abolish the prison industrial complex (PIC). Each participant, with their own experiences of oppression and resistance, watched as diverse struggles were unified: by humanity, hope, and the shared vision of a different world. We witnessed a vision of a world with truly safe, healthy, and whole communities; a world with unconditional access to self-determination and dignity for all; and, critically, a world without imprisonment, policing, and other forms of punishment and control. 

To celebrate 10 years of Critical Resistance, thousands will converge once more, September 26-28, 2008, in Oakland, California, for CR10, a 10th Anniversary Celebration and Strategy Session. 
Critical Resistance 1904 Franklin St., Suite 504 Oakland, CA 94612 phone: 510.444.0484

email: crnational-AT-criticalresistance.org  http://www.criticalresistance.org/
Gregory X. Moore’s Story
Gregory X. Moore has been incarcerated the past 29 years of his life after his first adult conviction with no history of violence. He was arrested in Philadelphia only a month before his 20th birthday. The first couple years of his incarceration he was addicted to drugs. He finally got over his addiction when he converted to Islam. He now continues to strive for self-improvement and has been working at a prisoner activist since 1981, working mainly at SCI- Huntingdon and SCI-Pittsburgh. 

While Gregory Moore maintains his innocence with regards to sexual assault charges in his case, the Department of Corrections maintains that he still must attend a sexual offenders treatment program. Unfortunately, the Department of Corrections states that placement in these programs is  'minimum sentence driven.' This means offenders who were just recently incarcerated will get into these sexual offenders treatment programs first even before individuals like Mr. Moore who has been in prison for 29 years. Mr. Moore feels that he was given the maximum sentencing for his crime based upon the fact that he refused a plea bargain for a crime he didn't commit (the sexual assault charges) and the fact that the Judge was angry that he took the stand on his own behalf. Mr. Moore also found out that in 1988 an investigation was conducted that investigated a number of judges. The trial/sentencing judge that had Mr. Moore incarcerated was one of those to be investigated. Apparently, he was charged with insurance fraud and accepting "gifts from the mob" and plead guilty and subsequently was disbarred. Mr. Moore is asking us to speak out against the DOC's and SCI-Mahony's unfair minimum sentence driven policy for inmates convicted with sexual assault charges.
A City in Crisis

 from "Eyes of Dirt: Grassroot Poems of A Prisoner" 
by Gregory X. Moore's (AM-2747) 

Too many babies dying, too many mothers crying  in the City of Brotherly Love.
Stop the violence. Guns in our childrens hands; this is got to be a plan to destroy Black youth.

Too many babies dying, too many mothers crying; Black men stand up ten thousand strong and correct all this wrong!

Young black men,  stop the violence; your city is in crisis and slowly dying. 

Take a stand and be a real man through self-improvement and community revival.

City in crisis, think about Queen Isis as the tears roll down her cheeks, 
watching her seed needing a chance to live safe and with self-dignity.

Too many babies dying, too many mothers crying; we need a "Day of Responsibility" to start the process of proper living.

Incarcerated Father, Brothers, and Uncles; this is a  state of emergency to save our children from any further destruction.
Do your job and clear your mind to send a message of correction to the  streets of Philadelphia.

There is just too many babies dying, too many mothers crying in the City of Brotherly Love. 
Peace and Love is what we need to survive this bloody road.
“It took me 3 months at 42cents an hour to save up enough money for a walkman. And I was hustlin’ on the side too!”
--recently released guy
"If you go to one demonstration and then go home, that's something, but the people in power can live with that. What they can't live with is sustained pressure that keeps building, organizations that keep doing things, people that keep learning lessons from the last time and doing it better the next time."

-----Noam Chomsky

Regarding Ambulatory Restraints
We recently received a letter from Khaysi, an person incarcerated at Red Onion State Prison in Virginia.  He voiced a real concern about inmate’s awareness of the standards set forth by the American Correctional Association regarding the use of ambulatory restraints (four or five-point restraints).  Cited in his letter is part of the standard set by the ACA numbered 4-4190.  This standard states specifically that ambulatory restraints are not to be used except in cases where the inmate is a direct threat to himself or others or when the inmate exhibits a great threat for destroying state property.  Which Khaysi accurately describes as ambiguous.  However if an inmate feels they were placed in ambulatory restraints unjustly, for the wrong reasons, or for an excessive duration you should promptly file a grievance or complaint through the proper channels using the proper DOC procedure.  If the inmates feels this is going to be ineffective we encourage the inmate to follow the procedure regardless and to also write to outside sources (such as FedUp!) and report these instances of abuse citing the exact nature of the event (honesty of course is paramount), officers involved, actions the inmate has taken, and the DOC’s response, if any.  We highly encourage every inmate to review their inmate handbook for proper procedures regarding the Grievance policies and also review if possible all literature regarding the standards of use for any corrective treatment including ambulatory restraints, safe cells, Restricted Housing Units etc.  If you feel your rights or someone else’s has been violated or would like to report instances of abuse contact us here at FedUp! 
Lakotah People Withdraw From U.S. Treaties
http://www.republicoflakotah.com/

During the week of December 17-19, 2007, a group of Lakotah men and women traveled to Washington DC and withdrew from the constitutionally mandated treaties to become a free and independent country.  What follows is a description of the conditions that prompted the declaration, as well as the declaration itself.
“After 150 years of colonial enforcement, when you back people into a corner there is only one alternative. That alternative is to bring freedom back into existence by taking it back - back to the love of freedom, to our lifeway.” Canupa Gluha Mani
In the face of the colonial apartheid conditions imposed on Lakotah people, the withdrawal from the U.S. Treaties is necessary. These conditions have been devastating: 
MORTALITY:
 Lakotah men have a life expectancy of less than 44 years, lowest of any country in the World (excluding AIDS) including Haiti.  Lakotah death rate is the highest in the United States.  The Lakotah infant mortality rate is 300% more than the U.S. Average.  Teenage suicide rate is 150% higher than the U.S national average for this group.
DRUGS AND ALCOHOL: More than half the Reservation's adults battle addiction and disease.  Alcoholism affects 8 in 10 families.
INCARCERATION:  Indian children incarceration rate 40% higher than whites.  In South Dakota, 21 percent of state prisoners were Native.  Indians have the second largest state prison incarceration rate in the nation.
DISEASE:  The Tuberculosis rate on Lakotah reservations is approx 800% higher than the U.S national average.  Cervical cancer is 500% higher than the U.S national average.  The rate of diabetes is 800% higher than the U.S national average.  Federal Commodity Food Program provides high sugar foods that kill Native people through diabetes and heart disease.
POVERTY:  Median income is approximately $2,600 to $3,500 per year.  97% of our Lakotah people live below the poverty line.  Many families cannot afford heating oil, wood or propane and many residents use ovens to heat their homes.
HOUSING:  Elderly die each winter from hypothermia (freezing).  1/3 of the homes lack basic clean water and sewage while 40% lack electricity.  60% of Reservation families have no telephone.  60% of housing is infected with potentially fatal black molds.  There is an estimated average of 17 people living in each family home (may only have two to three rooms). Some homes, built for 6 to 8 people, have up to 30 people living in them.
UNEMPLOYMENT: Unemployment rates on our reservations is 85% or higher.
THREATENED CULTURE: Only 14% of the Lakotah population can speak Lakotah language.  The language is not being shared inter-generationally, today, the average Lakotah speaker is 65 years old.  Our lakotah language is an Endangered Language, on the verge of extinction. 

Lakotah Unilateral Withdrawal from All Agreements and Treaties with the United States of America

We as the freedom loving Lakotah People are the predecessor sovereign of Dakota Territory as evidenced by the Treaties with the United States Government, including, but not limited to, the Treaty of 1851 and the Treaty of 1868 at Fort Laramie.

Lakotah, formally and unilaterally withdraws from all agreements and treaties imposed by the United States Government on the Lakotah People.
Lakotah , and the population therein, have waited for at least 155 years for the United States of America to adhere to the provisions of the above referenced treaties. The continuing violations of these treaties’ terms have resulted in the near annihilation of our people physically, spiritually, and culturally. Lakotah rejects United States Termination by Appropriation policy from 1871 to the present.

In addition, the evidence of gross violations of the above referenced treaties are listed herein. Lakotah encourages the United States of America, through its Government ,to enter into dialogue with Lakotah regarding the boundaries, the land and the resources therein. Please contact the Republic of Lakotah  at (605) 867-1111 or info@republicoflakotah.com.
Should the United States and its subordinate governments choose not to act in good faith concerning the rebirth of our nation, we hereby advise the United States Government that Lakotah will begin to administer liens against real estate transactions within the five state area of Lakotah.

Lakotah, through its government, appointed the following representatives to withdraw from all the treaties with the United States of America based on the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties entered into force in 1980 and the U.N. Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 2007.

Teghiya Kte Canupa 


Gluha Mani
Heretofore known as Gary Rowland
Heretofore known as Duane Martin Sr.

Oyate Wacinyapin


Mni yuha Najin Win
Heretofore know as Russell Means

Heretofore known as Phyllis Young

Republic Of Lakotah P.O. Box 99 Porcupine Lakotah 57772

Attention! Wallens Ridge, Red Onion, Keen Mt. etc.

Did you know one of the best news radio programs airs 
right before Holler to the Hood on Monday’s?

Listen to Democracy Now! on WMMT 88.7
Monday’s and Saturday’s 7-8 PM  Sunday’s Noon – 1pm

Democracy Now! is a program of Pacifica Radio reporting on National & International events.
IF YOU HAVE FAMILY IN PITTSBURGH PLEASE PUT US IN CONTACT! WE HAVE EVENTS COMING UP ALMOST EVERY MONTH UNTIL SUMMERTIME

FedUp! is the Pittsburgh chapter of the Human Rights Coalition dedicated to upholding the rights of prisoners through providing resources and support, exposing injustices, and building relationships with people in prison and their advocates.
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